






SYNOPSIS
Hao (22) is propelled into a military island for a year of 
mandatory service. The wimpy schoolboy needs to survive 
and establish his authority in this barbaric world, even if it 
means betraying his best friend, Xiang (19). After Xiang’s 
disappearance, Hao realizes how important Xiang means 
to him. But his revolt only leads him to lose everything by 
the end of the year.

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
In our early twenties, Taiwanese young men are propelled 
into the military world for a year of mandatory service. 
In the barracks, we prepare a war to “defeat the commu-
nist thugs” and “reclaim China”. Lost between two realties, 
the young minds are gradually worn out in this absurd, 
Kafkaesque world. Eventually, this military year turns out to 
be a collective trauma shared by all Taiwanese young men. 
And so, based on my personal experience, I’m sharing a 
story of a Taiwanese young man, who struggles to keep his 
sanity in this crazy world, attempts to live his youth, only 
to be crushed when this military dream comes to an end. 
This is a story about my youth, our generation, and the 
unspeakable dilemma of our country. Through the main 
character’s journey, I try to understand how an invisible 
war infiltrate into the Taiwanese military world, and lead 
our young men’s fates to a tragic end.

PRODUCER  CHEN HOU-TING
CHEN Hou-Ting is a Taiwanese 
producer with years of 
experience in script development 
and production. He develops 
original content for feature films 
and series, working closely with 
emerging directors and writers. 
His projects are often selected 
at workshops, labs, and project 

markets. He has produced two short films, “Cry Me Through 
Hell” was selected at Krakow and Pingyao for competition 
in 2024, and “Safe Self Sense” will premiere at IFFR 2025.

DIRECTOR  LIANG HONG-KAI
LIANG Hong-Kai was born in 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan in 1989. 
He graduated from National 
Taiwan University of Arts in 
2012, and La fémis – directing 
section in 2019. His short film 
“Winter Sun” was selected at 
Clermont-Ferrand ISFF in 2019. 
His latest short “Longest Night”, 

co-produced between Taiwan and France, is selected 
at Premiers Plans FF d’Angers in 2024. He now lives in 
Taipei and participates in several co- productions, while 
developing his first feature film.

CONTACT

Producer - Jimena Hospina - jimena.hospina@gmail.com

Director - Franco Finocchiaro -  finocchiaro1922@gmail.com

MAIN DATA

Category    Coming-of-age, Absurd drama

Length    110 mins
Language    Mandarin, Taiwanese
Shooting format  4K
Shooting location  Taiwan
Shooting dates  TBC 2027 Q4
Expected date of completion March 2029
Stage of production   In development

PRODUCTION

Budget    1,200,000 €
Financing in place   0 €
Production company  TBC
Workshop & platforms attended Festival de Cannes - FOCUS 
Copro 2023, Produire au Sud x TAICCA Worshop 2024, Taipei Film 
Academy Workshop 2024
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